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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


During  the  year  ending  on  50th  Jiine  I968  the  estimated  population  of 
No,  7.  Health  Area  increased  by  A20  to  a  total  of  52,060,  With  the  exception 
of  Torpoint  Urban  District  which  showed  a  reduction  of  210  al  1  other  five 
County  Districts  had  increases  in  population  of  varying  degrees. 

The  number  of  live  births  at  743  ^vas  slightly  belov/  the  I967  total 
of  757  hut  the  corrected  birth  rate  was  slightly  above  the  rate  for  that 
year  and  stood  at  17.7  per  1000  of  population.  The  highest  corrected  birth 
rate  dn^a^  individual  district  was  in  the  Torpoint  Urban  District  where  it 
was  and  slightly  higher  than  the  comparable  figure  of  20,3  for  the 
Borough  ofSai-tash.  The  national  live  births  rate  was  16,9  per  1000  of 
population.  During  I968  there  was  a  sharp  increase  in  infant  deaths  as 
compared  with  I967,  and  this  brought  the  infant  mortality  rate  to  23.0 
per  1000  live  births,  appreciably  above  the  national  rate  of  18,0.  As  is 
usual  in  this  situation  the  majority  of  these  infant  deaths  took  place  in 
the  critical  days  after  being  born.  Of  the  17  infants  who  died  under  the 
age  of  one  year,  no  less  than  10  failed  to  survive  for  more  than  seven  days, 
a  further  1  infant  did  not  live  beyond  four  weeks,  and  the  remaining  6 
died  between  then  and  their  first  birthday.  No  deaths  resulting  from 
abortion,  or  other  complications  of  pregnancy,  childbirth  on  the  puerperium 
were  registered  during  1968, 

During  the  year  706  deaths  occurred,  giving  a  corrected  death  rate 
of  11,6  per  1,000  of  population  slightly  below  the  national  rate  of  11,9. 

As  invariably  happens,  heart  disease,  as  the  captain  of  the  men  of  death, 
was  responsible  for  most  deaths  -  37^  in  all,  whilst  cancers  of  various 
types  caused  18%  of  all  deaths.  For  the  third  successive  year  lung  cancer 
has  shown  up  as  causing  the  largest  numbers  of  death  attributed  to  the 
defined  forms  of  cancer.  During  the  year  this  form  of  cancer  caused  34 
deaths,  or  just  over  one  quarter  of  all  deaths  due  to  cancer.  In  this 
connection  it  is  vrorth  repeating  that  the  cigarette  remains  the  principal 
villain  of  the  piece,  and  hothing  in  recent  studies  of  the  situation  has 
done  anything  to  show  the  cirgarette  smoking  habit  in  any  more  favourable  light. 
Indeed  as  research  and  enquiry  proceeds  the  harmful  effects  of  cigarette 
smoking  are  being  recognised  in  disabling  and  killing  diseases  other  than 
lung  cancer.  Not  surprisingly  perhaps  its  effects  in  aggravating  and 
perpetuating  the  "English  disease"  ~  chronic  bronchitis  -  are  proven  beyond  all 
reasonable  doubt.  It  is  also  being  recognised  as  having  some  part  in  the 
causation  of  ischaemic  (coronary)  heart  disease  and  there  are  indications 
vague  and  unproven  as  yet,  of  an  association  with  other  forms  of  disease. 

It  is  therefore  not  very  encouraging  to  have  to  report  that  in  I968  the 
number  of  deaths  attributed  to  lung  cancer  rose  to  34  in  the  Health  Area 
and  the  death  rate  for  this  disease  exceeded  that  of  both  the  County  of 
Cornwall  and  the  country  as  a  whole.  Much  of  the  rise  was  accounted  for  by 
a  sharp  increase  in  deaths  of  females  from  this  cause. 

The  incidence  of  notifiable  diseases  v/as  comparatively  light 
during  1968,  In  all  189  cases  were  notified  representing  a  rate  of  3.63 
per  1000  of  population.  As  usually  happens  the  most  prevalent  of  these 
diseases  was  measles,  of  which  II4  cases  v/ere  notified.  This  may  be  the 
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last  occasion  on  v/hich  measles  will  contribute  the  bulk  of  cases  since 
the  recent  introduction  of  a  pnabective  vaccine  against  measles  should 
largely  stamp  out  this  disease.  None  of  the  more  serious  forms  of 
notifiable  disease  occured  during  the  year. 

During  I968  changes  v/ere  made  in  the  Regiolations  which  require  the 
notification  of  food  poisoning,  and  infectious  diseases.  The  principal 
effect  of  the  Regulations  is  to  make  infective  jaundice, tetanus,  yellow 
fever  and  leptospirosis  notifiable  diseases,  and  to  remove  pneumonia, 
acute  rheumatism,  erysipelas  and  puerperal  pyrexia  from  the  list  of  diseases 
which  must  be  notified.  In  addition  the  powers  of  County  District 
Councils  are  exdended  to  permit  action  in  cases  of  food  poisoning  by 
which  persons  suffering  from  or  carrying  an  infection  which  may  cause 
food  poisoning  can  be  required  to  discontinue  or  refrain  from  any  occupation 
connected  with'  food. 

The  incidence  of  now  cjLses  of  tuberculosis  coming  to  light  during 
the  year  fell  from  15  in  196?  to  12  during  I968.  Of  these  12  cases  8 
were  respiratory  infections ,  and  4  involved  various  other  parts  of  the 
body.  As  is  generally  the  case  8  of  the  12  persons  ai'fected  were  in  the 
age  groups  above  45  years  of  age.  One  death  involving  a  male  in  the 
55  to  44  year  age  group  was  registered  during  the  year. 

During  I968  thanks  to  assistance  forthcoming  from  the  V/eights  and 
Measures  Department  of  the  Oounty  Council  a  considerable  amount  of 
sampling  of  milk  from  producer-retailer  herds  was  undertaken  in  the  Health 
Area,  By  the  end  of  the  year  milk  from  all  60  or  so  producen-retailers  had 
been  sampled  on  at  least  one  occasion  and  was  submitted  to  laboratory 
examination  for  the  specific  purpose  of  detecting  any  brucella  abortus 
infection  which  might  be  present  in  the  untreated  milk  concerned.  In  one 
of  the  herds  involved  close  on  half  the  cows  v/ere  found  to  be  excreting 
brucella  abortus  organisms  in  their  millc,  and  in  another  smaller  herd 
one  cow  was  producing  infected  milk.  In  both  cases  the  producer-retailers 
concerned  agreed  to  divert  all  milk  produced  from  their  herds  for  heat 
treatment  at  a  pasteurisation  plant,  and  to  refrain  from  offering  for  sale 
any  untreated  milk  or  milk  products ,  Although  the  number  of  sources  ©f 
infection  discoveredtwas  sraiill  ±r).  relation  to  the  total  number  of  producer- 
retailers  selling  untreated  milk,  it  is  important  that  such  sources  be 
identified  since  brucellosis  in  the  human  being  can  become  a  chronic 
disabling  illness  productive  of  much  suffering  and  misery. 

In  previous  years  I  have  varitten  of  the  growing  problem  which  refuse 
of  all  sorts  presents.  Domestic  refuse  swelled  by  the  paper,  cardboard  and 
plastic  wrappers  and  containers  in  which  goods  are  now  sold  is  yearly 
becoming  more  biilky,  and  the  same  is  true  of  trade  refuse.  With  the 
provision  of  central  heating  in  homes  dispensing  as  this  does  v/ith  the  need 
for  firegrates,  and  kitchen  stoves,  the  ability  to  dispose  of  combustible 
refuse  in  the  home  is  severely  restricted  on  non-existent.  Because  of  the 
high  cost  of  land  dictating  more  densly  developed  housing  estates,  gardens 
are  small,  neighbours  are  close  at  hand  on  all  sides,  and  in  consequence 
the  garden  bonfire  v/ith  its  smoke  and  flying  ash  enquires  an  ante-social 
content ,  Indeed  because  of  the  restricted  size  of  most  gardens  the 
dispossLl  of  garden  refuse,  such  as  lawn  mov/ings,  weeds,  ahd  spent  ^jlants 
is  itself  adding  to  the  whole  refuse  disposal  problem  ance  increasongly 
householders  are  turning  to  and  expecting  from  their  local  Council  some 
help  in  disposing  of  this  type  of  refuse.  Whatever  the  difficulties  in 
collecting  and  transporting  refuse  to  the  disposal  area,  and  they  are  real 
and  increasing  all  the  time,  the  main  problem  in  this  service  is  at  the 
final  site  of  disposal  -  the  refuse  tip.  In  this  Health  Area  controlled 
tipping  is  carried  out .  This  involves  the  frequent  covering  of  layers  of 
deposited  refuse  by  inert  covering  material  such  as  earth  or  rubble.  Even 
where  this  covering  material  can  be  obtained  on  or  close  to  the  tipping 
site  the  provision  of  heavy  equipment  moving  on  caterpillar  track  is  needed 
to  help  level  out  the  tipped  refuse,  to  compact  it  dov/n,  and  to  then 
move  the  covering  material  and  spread  it  over  the  refuse.  The  cost  of  such 
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mechanical  equipment  is  high  and  since  it  is  in  continuous  use  a 
suitably  skilled  man  must  be  employed  to  drive,  and  maintain  it.  Where 
covering  material  is  not  available  at  or  near  the  tipping  site 
considerable  additional  expense  may  arise  through  the  necessity  to  haul 
it  to  the  tip.  I  have  previously  referred  to  the  real  and  increasing 
difficulty  in  finding  sites  physically  suitable  and  acceptable  from  the 
point  of  view  of  amenity  and  public  health  for  the  final  disposal 
of  refuse.  The  combination  of  remoteness  from  dwellings,  with  reasonable 
accessibility  by  roads  x^ide  enough  to  carry  bulky  refuse  collection 
vehicles,  a  lox-;  risk  of  polluting  watercourses  and  streams,  and  the  avoid¬ 
ance  of  land  of  good  agricultural  value,  are  requirements  x<;hich  are  hard 
to  meet  even  in  a  sparsely  populated  rural  area.  It  may  x^ell  be  that 
before  too  long  this  consideration  and  others  operating  in  the  field  of 
local  government  service  may  compel  the  adoption  of  more  sophisticated 
methods  of  disposing  of  refuse.  A  community  producing  more  refuse 
in  which  sites  suitable  for  disposal  are  increasingly  difficult  to  find 
must  face  the  unpalatable  probability  that  this  service  is  going  to  cost 
a  good  deal  more  in  the  future  than  people  liave  been  accustomed  to  pay 
for  it. 


Traffic  congestion  on  trunk  roads  leading  into  Devon  and  Cornwall 
gives  eloquent  testimony  to  the  popularity  of  the  south-west  as  a 
summer  holiday  resort,  and  leaves  no  room  for  doubting  tliat  catering 
for  the  tens  of  thousands  of  holiday  visitors  is  a  major  industry  in 
this  part  of  the  world.  As  the  demand  fhr  these  services  is  seasonal  it 
is  not  possible  to  maintain  a  permanent  staff  of  catering  v^orkers  trained 
and  skilled  in  the  preparation  and  handling  of  food.  The  annual  incur^n 
each  spring  and  early  summer  of  large  numbers  of  untrained  casual  workers 
into  hotels,  cafes,  snack  bars  and  other  premises  in  wliich  food  is  prepared 
and  served  is  always  a  source  of  some  concern.  It  is  true  that  few 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occur  and  this  suggests  that  oxmers  and 
managers  of  these  establishments  do  much  to  achieve  and  maintain  reasonably 
good  standards  of  food  liygiene.  On  the  other  hand  one  gets  the  impression 
that  visitors  suffer  to  some  extent  from  minor  attacks  of  gastro¬ 
enteritis  X'Thich  do  not  come  to  notice  officially  since  they  do  not  find 
them  sufficiently  serious  to  seek  medical  advice.  I'/hether  such  attacks 
are  the  outcome  of  some  intemperance  in  eating  and  drinking  to  which 
people  on  holiday  are  prone,  or  x/hether  they  are  infected  by  improperly 
handled  food  is  difficult  to  decide,  but  I  feel  sure  that  in  a 
proportion  of  cases  the  latter  cause  operates.  This  was  certainly  the 
case  amongst  visitors  staying  at  a  holiday  camp  in  this  area  where 
following  an  unusually  high  prevalence  of  gastro-enteritis  amongst 
visitors,  investigations  amongst  the  staff  discovered  four  members  who 
were  cariying  organisms  which  are  a  common  cause  of  food  poisoning. 

Tflien  notices  requiring  the  persons  concerned  to  desist  from  handling 
food  were  served  the  cases  of  gastro-enteritis  amongst  guests  at  the 
camp  ceased. 

Cooked  meat  and  meat  products  have  always  been  recognised  as 
potential  carriers  of  food  poisoning  infection  particularly  if  they 
are  inadequa.tely  stored  before  being  served.  In  i^cent  years  the  role  of 
uncooked  meat  as  a  source  of  food  poisoning  infection  has  been  increas¬ 
ingly  recognised  and  it  is  important  that  food  handlers,  including  of 
course  the  housevxife  shouAd  be  aware  of  the  danger  of  transferring  food 
poisoning  organisms  from  rau  meat  to  their  hands  and  thence  to  other 
articles  of  food  which  are  consumed  without  further  cooking.  It  should 
be  the  invariable  rule  that  after  handling  raw  meat  the  hands  are 
thorouglily  washed  and  cutleiy,  and  crockeiy  which  has  been  in  contact 
x-;ith  the  meat  should  be  thoroughly  washed  before  being  used  in  the 
preparation  and  storage  of  other  foods.  For  the  same  reason  the  practice 
not  widespread,  but  Iznown  to  exist,  of  eating  small  pieces  of  luicooked 
meat  is  fraught  v/ith  danger  to  the  consumer,  and  has  been  knox-m  to  cause 
food  poisoning  and  in  the  case  of  rax/  sausage  meat  infestation  with  a 
small  x/orm  which  infests  the  pig. 
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In  closing  I  should  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the 
Members  and  Officers  of  the  six  District  Councils  I  serve  for  the  help 
and  understanding  they  have  given  me  in  carrying  out  the  duties  of  my 
appointment . 


I  have  the  honour  to  be 


Mr,  Chairman, Ladies  and  Gentlemen 

Your  obedient  Servant, 
P.J.K)X 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT 


General  Purposes  Committee 

Councillor  R.  A.  Grinter  Chairman 

Councillor  J,  J,  Peach  Vice-Chairman 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 


P,  J,  Fox,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B,AoO.,  D.P.H.  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

Health  Area  Office, 

West  Street, 

Liskeard, 

Cornwall,  Telephone  -  Liskeard  3373 

W,  Hogarth,  F.F.S,,  F.R.S.H,  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

I,C,  Prowse  (resigned  August  I968)  Public  Health  Inspector 

Council  Offices, 

York  Road, 

Torpoint, 

Cornwall,  Telephone  -  Torpoint  I4IO 
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TORPOINT  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  of  Urban  District: 
Population: 

Nuriber  of  Inhabited  houses: 
Rateable  Value: 

Product  of  Penny  Plate: 


988  acres, 
6,060. 

1,700. 

£185,558. 

£751. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  I968 


Live  Births 


Male  Female  Total 

51  h3  9U 


Torpoint  U.D .  Health  Area  No. 7.  England  &  Wales. 

Birth  rate  per  1,000 

of  pop\ilation:  21,1  17.7  16,9 


Still  Births: 


Deaths 


None  registered, 
Male  Female 


31 


23 


Total 

5U 


Death  rate  per  1,000 
of  population: 


Torpoint  U.D, 


Health  Area  No. 7.  England  &  Wales. 


11.1 


11.6 


11.9 


Death  of  infants  under 
one  year  of  age 


Pfele 


Female  Total 


2 


2 


Infant  mortality  rate 
per  1,000  live  births 


Torpoint  U.D, 


Health  Area  No. 7.  England  &  Whies. 


21.0 


23.0 


18.0 


Principal  Causes  of  Death  at  AJLl  Ages, 


Heart  disease:  I6 
Cancer  (all  sites):  10 
Respiratory  disease:  8 
Stroke:  6 
Circtolatory  disease:  5 


There  was  again  a  substantial  excess  of  births  over  deaths.  Of  the  10 
deaths  attributed  to  cancer,  k  were  due  to  cancer  of  the  breast,  and  3  to 
cancer  of  the  lung  and  bronchus.  Of  those  who  died  during  the  year,  just 
under  30%  had  reached  or  exceeded  the  age  of  75  years  at  the  time  of  death. 


Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis) . 

The  total  nui±»er  of  notifications  received  during  the  year  was  l5,  which 
represents  a  very  light  incidence  of  the  group  of  diseases. 


The  following  are  details  of  cases  and  case  rates: 


Rate  per  1, 

000  of  population 

Disease 

Cases 

Torpoint  U.D, 

Health  Area  No.  7 

Measles : 

12 

1.98 

2.19 

Pneumonia: 

3 

0,50 

0.29 
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Tuberculosis 


As  in  1967  one  case  only  of  this  disease  was  notified.  The  person 
involved  was  a  2?  year  old  female  who  suffered  an  infection  of  the 
genito-ur inary  system. 

The  following  are  case  rates  for  this  disease: 

Rate  per  1,000  of  population 
Torpoint  U.D.  Health  Area  No.""? 


New  cases  O.I7  0,23 

All  known  cases  3.147  2,1^6 

Deaths  -  0,02 

At  the  end  of  I968  there  were  I6  known  cases  of  respiratory 
tuberculosis  and  5  known  cases  of  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  residing  in 
the  Urban  District, 

National  Assistance  Act,  I9I48 

No  action  under  Section  I47  of  this  act  was  called  for  diiring  I968. 
Water  Supply 

The  water  supplied  by  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  was  generally  of 
good  quality  and  adequate  in  amount. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 


Continuing  development  of  new  housing  estates  is  imposing  such  an 
increased  load  on  the  existing  sewers  that  the  point  has  been  reached  where  if 
the  new  scheme  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  is  not  implemented  serious 
difficulties  and  possible  public  health  nuisances  will  arise,  and  frirther 
housing  development  in  the  Urban  District  will  have  to  be  halted. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


Apart  from  some  lack  of  co-operation  on  the  part  of  some  traders  in  the 
town,  the  service  for  the  collection  of  refuse  operated  effectively  during  the 
year.  In  his  report  the  Public  Health  Inspector  draws  attention  to  the 
critical  situation  which  the  filling  of  the  present  tipping  site  at  Effords 
Bridge  will  create,  and  for  which  there  appears  to  be  no  easy  or  readily 
available  solution. 

Food 


Apart  from  a  very  small  minority,  the  owners  and  managers  of  premises 
in  which  food  is  handled  were  co-operative  in  maintaining  hygienic  standards 
and  practices.  No  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year. 

Factories  Act,  I96I 

No  difficulties  were  experienced  in  the  operation  of  this  Act. 

Report  of  Public  Health  Inspector 

This  report  by  Mr,  Wilson  Hogarth  follows.  Because  of  pressure  of  work 
which  has  increased  since  August  I968  when  the  Additional  Public  Health 
Inspector,  Mr,  Prowse,  left  the  Councils  service  it  has  now  been  easy  for 
Mr,  Hogarth  to  find  much  time  to  devote  to  compiling  this  report,  I  am, 
therefore,  particularly  indebted  to  him  for  the  special  effort  he  has  made 
to  produce  this  report,  and  I  should  also  like  to  express  to  him  ny  gratitude 
for  the  help  he  had  given  me  throughout  the  year. 
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Public  Health  Inspector's  Report  for  I968 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area 


Water  Supply 


During  the  year  under  review,  six  samples  of  the  water  supplied  to  the 
whole  of  the  Urban  District,  was  taken  and  the  laboratory  reports  upon  these 
showed  that  the  water  was  of  quite  high  quality  and  thoroughly  fit  for  human 
consumption* 

During  the  year,  we  completed  the  sinking  of  a  six  inch  diameter  borehole 
at  Thanckes  Park  to  a  depth  of  1^0  feet,  and  this  boreh'le  was  steel  lined  and 
thoroughly  sealed.  However,  when  six  samples  were  taken,  three  of  these  were 
for  combined  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination,  and  the  other  three  for 
bacteriological  examination  only,  it  was  found  that  the  water  was  unfit  for 
human  consumption.  This,  therefore,  meant  that  two  quite  separate  systems  of 
water  distribution  had  to  be  adopted  for  the  park.  That  from  the  South  East 
Cornwall  Water  Board  is  supplied  to  all  parts  in  which  water  is  used  for  hiiman 
consumption  and  the  borehole  water  is  confined  strictly  to  use  in  the  paddling 
pool  in  the  park,  and  also  for  all  horticultural  uses.  The  saving  in  cost  to 
the  Council  is,  however,  quite  considerable  because  whilst  the  charge  for  the 
supply  from  the  East  Cornwall  Water  Board  is  of  the  order  of  three  shillings  per 
thousand  gallons,  the  cost,  including  capital  costs,  from  the  borehole  and 
distributing  it  to  the  various  parts  of  the  park,  is  threepence  halfpenny  per 
thousand  gallons. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 


It  is  novj  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  the  town's  sewerage  system  is 
in  urgent  need  of  modernisation  and  extension.  The  sewers  at  Chapeldown  Road 
and  in  Marine  Drive  around  the  Chapeldown  outfall,  together  with  the  sewers  in 
Belle  Vue  Square,  are  becoming  surcharged  during  times  of  heavy  rainfall,  and  it 
is  now  impossible  for  further  development  to  take  place  beyond  that  now  in  hand 
by  Messrs,  Selleck  Nicholls  Williams  on  the  Carbeile  Estate,  In  view  of  this 
state  of  affairs  I  asked  the  Council's  Consulting  Engineers,  Messrs.  Ivory  and 
Partners,  in  196^,  to  prepare  a  preliminary  scheme  and  estimate.  This  year 
further  steps  were  taken,  and  this  scheme  was  modified  and  a  revised  estimate 
provided  and  was  ultimately  approved  of  by  the  Council.,  After  various 
consultations  with  the  Cornwall  River  Authority  and  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  and  the  County  Council,  and  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of 
Housing  and  Local  Government  held  an  enquiry  at  these  offices  on  the  2^th  April, 
Eventually  the  Minister  decided  that  the  Council's  scheme  could  be  made,  or 
might  be  made,  to  link  up  with  the  existing  sewage  purification  works  at  H.M.S. 
Raleigh,  and  at  a  meeting  between  representatives  of  the  Co\mcil  and  the  various 
Ministries  concerned  in  London,  the  feasibility  of  such  a  scheme  was  considered, 
and  the  Consulting  Engineers  are  now  revising  the  Coimcil's  scheme  to  meet  the 
requirements  of  the  Ministry  of  Hoxxsing  and  Local  Government  and  the  Ministry  of 
Defence,  In  the  meantime,  the  Council's  problems  are  becoming  quite  serious, 
and  some  emergency  measures  will  have  to  be  taken  to  relieve  the  congested 
sewerage  system. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 


This  service  still  proceeds  quite  smoothly  and  we  have  the  general 
co-operation  of  the  public  at  large.  Very  good  relations  exist  between  the  refuse 
collectors  and  the  housewife.  The  same  cannot  be  said  about  some  of  the 
tradespeople  in  the  town  who  are  still  abusing  the  system  by  placing  unreasonable 
demands  upon  it.  In  other  words,  they  expect  the  Council's  dustmen  to  collect 
any  miscellaneous  material  which  is  put  out  by  them,  and  this  frequently  consists 
of  empty  cardboard  boxes,  loose  bottles,  vegetable  material  and  butcher's  waste 
not  placed  in  proper  refuse  bins,  and  all  this,  despite  innumerable  appeals  by  the 
Council  during  the  last  twenty  years  to  the  tradespeople  to  co-operate,  by 
providing  extra  dustbins.  Alternatively,  compressing  their  carboard  cartons 
together  and  tying  them  up,  or  putting  all  the  rubbish  inside  one  large  carton 
or  sack. 

The  position  regarding  refuse  disposal  is  now  critical.  We  are  rapidly 
coming  to  the  end  of  the  tipping  space  at  Efford's  Bridge  and  even  if  steps 
are  taken  by  the  Council  now  to  secure  an  alternative  tip,  the  Efford's  Bridge 
space  will,  I  am  afraid,  be  filled  up  before  an  alternative  site  can  be  secured. 
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Housing 


Last  year  the  building  of  the  forty  four  dwellings  on  the  Tor  House  or 
Salamanca  Street  site  was  completed,  and  all  the  buildings  were  occupied.  Also 
during  that  year  the  demolition  of  the  sliun  property  in  the  Harvey/Rowe  Street 
area  was  completed,  but  now  the  Council  is  experiencing  considerable  difficulties 
in  re-planning  the  area.  The  Architect  is  preparing  for  development  consisting 
of  thirty  nine  dwellings,  comprising  flats  and  maisonettes,  together  with 
sixteen  garages,  but  local  opinion  is  divided  as  to  whether  the  site  should  be 
used  for  this  purpose  and  alternative  suggestions  are  that  either  a  car  park  or 
some  kind  of  public  amenity  should  be  created  here. 

Private  Enterprise  Development 


Seventy  one  dwellings  have  been  provided  throughout  the  Urban  area  by 
private  enterprise,  and  twenty  three  of  these  being  on  the  Carbeile  Estate  being 
developed  by  Messrs,  Selleck  Nicholls  Williams  of  St,  Austell,  who  are  providing 
detached  and  semi-detached  bungalows  of  a  very  attractive  kind  at  a  reasonable 
price.  The  remainder  of  the  total  number  of  dwellings  were  mainly  completed 
and  occupied  on  the  Mill  Farm  Estate,  under  process  of  development  in  Phase  II, 
by  Mr.  D,  W,  Halliday,  but  other  developers  have  also  provided  quite  attractive 
dwellings  in  the  form  of  flats  and  in  one  case  a  single  bungalow. 

A  serious  problem  now  arises  in  connection  with  further  development  because 
this  cannot  now  take  place  until  a  new  sewerage  system  for  Torpoint  is  in  being. 
There  is  a  large  area  at  the  west  of  the  present  town  which  could  readily  be 
developed  by  private  enterprise  either  for  housing  or  industrial  use,  but  it  is 
feared  that  several  years  may  elapse  before  this  becomes  possible,  and  in  the 
mean  time  no  really  new  development  can  take  place. 

Sl\im  Clearance 


During  the  year  to  which  this  report  relates  there  was  no  slum  clearance 
done  in  Torpoint,  and  indeed,  none  was  necessary,  because  there  is  no  derelict 
area  of  any  size  left  in  the  town. 

Factories 


Factory  inspection  was  carried  out  during  the  year  but  on  a  reduced  scale 
owing  to  the  enormous  pressure  of  other  work,  and  also  because  the  Additional 
Public  Health  Inspector  resigned  his  appointment  with  the  Council  and  left  at  the 
end  of  August,  As  usual,  the  co-operation  of  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  such 
small  factories  as  we  have  here  has  been  very  good  and  such  small  defects  that 
were  found  were  rectified  either  by  verbal  notice  or  by  written  notice  only,  in 
the  form  of  a  letter. 

Shops  and  Food  Premises 


The  following  is  a  list  of  food  premises  in  the  Urban  District: - 

1  Supermarket 
S  Butchers 

11  Grocers 

2  Bakers  and  Confectioners 

3  Cafes 

3  Sweet  Shops/Newsagents 
2  Greengrocers 
2  Fish  and  Chip  Shops 


i;  Private  Clubs 


6  Licensed  Premises 


Several  shops  are  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  seven  grocers  are 
licensed  purveyors  of  milk. 
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Premises  registered  under  section  l6  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  .'let,  1955,  are  as 
follows: - 


Sale  of  Ice  Cream 

Manufacture  and  sale  of  cooked  meats 
Manufacture  and  sale  of  cooked  meats  and 
sausages 


19 

1 


3 


Three  food  shops  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  Cornish  Cream, 

Food  Sampling 

During  I968  we  continued  to  take  samples  of  food  stuffs  and  submit  them  to 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  reports,  and  in  all  cases,  these  reports  were 
satisfactory.  The  numbers  were  as  follows: - 

17  samples  of  Ice  Cream 
9  samples  of  Milk 
1  sample  of  Frozen  Peas, 

Hygiene  in  food  premises  in  the  area  is  quite  good,  but  there  are  one  or  two 
exceptions  to  this,  and  efforts  are  continously  made  to  persuade  these  shopkeepers 
to  improve.  Verbal  warnings  have  been  given  on  several  occasions  to  the  people 
concerned.  These  were  followed  up  by  letters  setting  out  exactly  what  was 
required,  and  although  temporary  improvements  were  observed,  these  people  very 
quickly  reverted  to  their  old  habits,  but  it  has  not  been  possible  to  pursue 
this  matter  to  its  logical  conclusion  because  of  sickness  and  shortage  of  staff. 

The  occupiers  of  food  shops  continue  to  surrender  unfit  food  stuffs  and  this 
co-operation  is  mutually  beneficial  to  both  the  public  and  the  shopkeeper.  In 
every  case  a  visit  is  made  to  the  shop  concerned,  the  article  or  articles  of  food 
are  carefiilly  examined  and  a  certificate  is  given  when  the  complaint  is  considered 
to  be  justified,  so  that  the  value  of  the  item  can  be  recovered  from  the  wholesaler, 
163  lb,  of  cooked  ham  and  12 Ib,  of  Ox  Tongues  were  surrendered  in  this  way, 
together  with  the  whole  contents  of  a  refrigerator  which  had  developed  a  fault,  and 
had  caused  the  breakdown  of  dozens  of  items  of  frozen  food  stuffs.  The  total 
value  of  this  material  was  £21,  Os,  9d, 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  I963 

Inspections  under  this  Act  continued  to  be  made,  and  whilst  the  generality  of 
owners  and  occupiers  are  quite  willing  to  make  ary  changes  that  are  required,  we 
have  one  outstanding  example  of  a  flat  refusal  to  provide  proper  sanitary 
conveniences  and  other  facilities  required  under  the  Act,  and  this  case  is  being 
reported  to  the  appropriate  Committee  for  further  action  to  be  taken. 

Rodent  Control 

Four  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  were  received  during  the  year.  On 
investigation,  these  proved  to  be  very  minor,  but  the  usual  pre-bating  and 
bating  procedure  was  carried  out,  and  no  further  complaints  were  received  from  the 
premises  concerned.  The  normal  routine  inspections  and  tests  of  the  sewers 
continued  to  be  carried  out  and  these  show  that  there  is  no  infestation.  At  the 
refuse  tip  at  Efford's  Bridge  we  have,  from  time  to  time,  quite  large  rat 
infestations  and  continous  treatment  is  carried  out  here  with  occasional  large 
scale  clearances  using  various  poisons. 


Vermin 


No  complain  of  verminous  premises  was  received  during  the  year. 


Public  Health  Inspections  of  the  Area 

1,  Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year 

1,  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  defects 
under  Public  Health  &  Housing  Acts, 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose. 
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2,  (a)  NiuTiber  of  dwelling  houses  (Included  in  sub-head  1  above) 


which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Consolidated  Regulations  1925  and  1932^  0 

(b)  Nuiriber  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  0 

3,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
hiunan  habitation.  1 

Li,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation,  8 


II,  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year 
without  Service  of  Formal  Notice 


Nui±)er  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers.  8 

III,  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year 


(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9j  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  Sections  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  195? 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs,  5 

2,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notices: - 

(a)  by  owners.  3 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners,  0 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

1,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied.  2 

2,  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied 
after  service  of  formal  notice :- 

(a)  by  owners,  2 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners.  0 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936,  and  Section  10  of  the  Local  Government  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act,  1953,  and  Sections  I6  and  23  of  the 
Housing  /ct,  1957. 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 


Orders  were  made,  0 

2,  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders,  0 

3.  Number  of  undertakings  not  to  use  unfit  houses  accepted.  1 

Ii.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  determined,  0 

5.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made,  3 


(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  and 
Section  I8  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made,  0 

2,  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  rooms  having  been  rendered  fit. 

11 


0 


i 


I 

I 


^  '  » 


J 


IV .  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV  and  Housing  Act,  1957?  Part  IV. 

Overcrowding; - 

(a)  1,  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

2,  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein. 

3.  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein. 

(b)  Number  of  nevj  cases  of  overcrowding  during  the  year. 

(c)  1.  Number  of  cases  of  wercrowding  relieved  during  the  year. 
2.  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases. 

(a)  Drains  tested. 

Number  of  visits  re  drainage. 

(b)  Visits  re  infectious  diseases. 

Premises  disinfected. 

(c)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises. 

(d)  Inspection  of  shops  under  Shops  Act. 

(e)  Inspection  of  Factories. 

(f)  Preliminary  Inspection  of  houses  for  slum  clearance  plan. 


0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

U2 

93 

0 

0 

80 

21 

12 
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Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
in  respect  of  the  Year  1968  for  the  Urban  District 

of  Torpoint  in  the  County  of  Cornwall 


Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act,  I96I 

Part  1  of  the  Act 


1,  -  Inspection,  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  1 

of 

Inspections 

(3) 

1 

Written  1 

Notices 

(ii)  i 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Sections  1,2,3,14  and 

6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities, 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority. 

0 

0 

0 

>  0 

Ih 

20 

0 

0 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  b; 
the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  cut  workers 
premises . 

Total 

i 

1 

■ 

T 

1 

1 

*  lU 

20 

!  ° 

\ 

1  0 

1 

12 


J: 

I 

!; 

I  ' 


i 


1  i 


/  •  • 


2,  -  Cases  in  vjhich  defects  were  found, 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions,  they  shovild  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more 
"cases" ) . 


i 

i 

No.  of  cas>.  G  in  which  defects  we: 

-c  found 

Number  of  1 

Referred 

Cases  in  which  I 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(h) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Prosecutions 
were  instituted 
(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness 
(s.l) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

—  I 

Overcrowding  (s.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  ( s , 3 ) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Inadequate 
ventilation  {s,k) 

2 

2 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  Floors  (s,6) 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(s.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

1 

(b )  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

— 

* 

— 

(c)  No  separate  for 
sexes 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 
Out -Work) 

- 

[ 

l 

- 

- 

- 

TOTAL 

I  5 

5 

I  “ 

!  2 

i 

Part  VIII  of  the  Act 
Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  13U) 

There  is  no  outworker  in  the  Torpoint  Urban  Area 
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apfetoix  1 


PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  ~  ALL  .AGES  ~  1968 


DISEASE  I 

ST  1 

GERM^  1 
R.D.  1 

- — — 

LISKEARD 

RoD. 

■ "  ■  -""I 

SALTASH  1 

M.B. 

■ 

TORPOINT 

U.D. 

LISKEARD 

M.B. 

IDOE 

U.D 

HEALTH 

AREA 

No.7 

Beart  diseaise 

63 

78 

39 

16 

48 

17 

261 

Cancer  (  all  sites) 

47 

29 

23 

10 

11 

8 

;  i 

128 

troke 

35 

26 

6 

25 

9  : 

115 

Eespiratory  disease 

19 

17 

11 

8 

14 

1  8  : 

77 

Circulatory  disease 

13 

4 

1 

5 

1 

1  1 

25 

Digestive  disease 

4 

6 

4 

1 

2 

2  i 

19 

Diabetes 

3 

6 

2 

.  1 

1 

13 

APPENDIX  2,  TYPES  OF  HEART  DISEASE  AND  CANCER  CAUSING  DEATH  -  1968 


MALES 


FEMALES 


PERSONS 


New  case  rate  per 
1,000  of  population 

0.134  0,096  0.230 

,<  CASE  RATES  AITD  MORTAIITI  RATES  IN  COUNTY  DiSTRICTS  IN  HEALTH  ARE  NO.  7 

/  -  - - — - — - — - 


DISTRICT 

NEW  CASES 

ALL  KNOWN  CASES  DEATHS 

St,  Gemans  R.D. 

0.40 

1.74 

Liskeard  R,D. 

0.15 

1,61 

tm 

Saltash  M.B, 

0,35 

1.99 

- 

Torpoint  U,D, 

0,17 

3.47 

- 

Liskeard  M.B, 

- 

5.37 

- 

Looe  U.D, 

- 

3.94 

0.25 

Health  Area  No, 7 

0.23 

2.2+6 

0.02 

Cornwall  County 

0,25 

2.67 

0.05 

CANCER  OF  THE  LUNG 

AND  BRONCHUS 

DEATHS  BY  MS.  GROUPS  -  1968 

AGE  GK)UP 

MALES 

FEMALES 

PERSONS 

45  “  5'4  years 

1 

1 

2 

55-64  YEARS 

9 

3 

12 

65  -  74  YEARS 

14 

3 

17 

75  years  and  over  1 

2 

3 

25 

9 

34 

DEATH  R-YTE  PER  \^OOQ  OP  POPULATIONS  -  1968 

M.'LES 

PERSONS 

HEALTH  AREA  1X5.7 
OORIT^ALL  COUNTY 
ENGLAND  AND  WAlEi 

.  0.2440 

0.467 
s  0,492 

0.173 

0.128 

0.101 

0.655 

0,595 

0.593 
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